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In the wake of covid-19 outbreak entire mankind across the
Zlobe was sulffering andyear 2020 will be remembered in future for
covid-19 pandemic because it is such a big threat to human being as
it can cause severe illness more likely in elderly patients and those
with certain underlying medical conditions. The disease transmits by
droplets and a small airborne particle of Virus.
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Abandoned Children and their Human Rights in India

C ovid-19is a transmissible viral disease
caused by severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first
human case was reported by officials in Wuhan
City, China in December 2019. Since then it has
been spread worldwide leading to the ongoing
pandemic. The common symptoms of covid-19
are fever, cough, muscles pain, sore throat, loss
of smell and taste, breathing problem. We should
enhance the body's natural defence system i.e.
immunity,because it plays an important role in
optimizing our health. The threat of the pandemic
is not going away, so it is more important for all
of us to become aware regarding protection and
prevention from covid-19.

This study is conducted to analyse the
knowledge and awareness of covid-19 among
undergraduate students of Juhari Devi Girls PG
College and other colleges of Kanpur Districts.
There fore, a question naire based online survey
was conducted and obtained data was analysed
and results were calculated in percentage. Mostly
students wereaware and updated regarding
Covid-19 infection protocols and preventive
measures. We can say that this survey is helpful in
slowing and stopping the covid-19 infection chain
in the society by our students.

Introduction:-

In the wake of covid-19 outbreak entire
mankind across the globe was suffering and year
2020 will be remembered in future for covid-19
pandemic because it is such a big threat to human
being as it can cause severe illness more likely
in elderly patients and those with certain under
lying medical conditions. The disease transmits
by droplets and a small airborne particle of Virus.
includes
social distancing, wearing face mask in public
places, frequently handwashing and quarantining
symptomatic people. Symptoms of covid-19 are
variable ranging from mild symptoms to severe

Recommended preventive measures

illness. Common symptoms include loss of
smelland taste, nasal congestion, muscles pain,
fever, cough, sore throat and difficulty in breathing.
We all knows that “prevention is better than cure”.
While there is no medicine for covid-19 as of now,
it will be good to take preventive measures such as
immunity booster which will boost our immunity
during this time. Enhancing the body’s natural
defence system (immunity) plays an important
role in maintaining optimum health. Minster
of Aayush recommends the selfcare guidelines
for preventive health measures and boosting
immunity like drinking warm water frequently
and lemon for VitaminC, Turmeric(haldi) with
hot milk (also knwn as Golden Milk), other spices
like Dalchini, Kalimirch, Tulsi etc. Government
and public health agencies are taking appropriate
step to stop and slow the virus spread at local
Study of the world’s
history has suggested that the pandemic in the
past had increased over century globally because

as well National levels.

of increased travel, migration and exploitation of
the natural environment. So, Covid-19 Pandemic
will be continuing in more and more coming
years the threat of the pandemic is not going
away. It is more important for all of us to become
aware regarding protection and prevention from
covid-19. It is our duty to aware our society
through easily accessible platforms.This study
is conducted withan objective, to analyse the
knowledge and awareness of Covid-19 among
under graduate students of Juhari Devi Girls’
PG College, Kanpur and other colleges of Kanpur
District. Material and method: A questionnaire-
based study conducted among 300 UG students
of Degree collage. Online 20 questions were
provided to students in google form. Questions
were about general facts of Covid-19 pandemic.
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Results
Total 300 students of J.D.G.PG collegeand other
colleges of Kanpur District were selected for the

Ebola 8(2.7%)
Hanta Virus 16 (5.4%)

MERS |14 (1.4%)

Fig. 1
Fig 2: Most students, about 70.90% of the total
students were aware about the percentage of
alcohol should be present in sanitizer used by
them.

50% 7(2.4%)

33% [ —11(3.8%)

90% |67 (22.9%)

0 50 100 150 200 250

Fig 2
Fig 3; Most students, 270(91.8%) are aware
about the origin place of corona virus i.e. Wuhan,
China.

Beijing |4 (1.4%)
Shanghai |9 (3.1%)
None of the above 1(37%)
0 100 200 300

Fig. 3
Fig 4: Almost all students knew the prevention
methods of corona virus.
Wearing a mask in public place |-1(0.3%)
Washing Hand

1(03%)

Social Distancing |6 (2%)

(el _ i

0 100 20 300

Fig. 4
Fig 5: 93.90% of the students were aware about
the major symptoms of COVID-19 which is very
important for their knowledge and as they can
self-diagnosethemselves at a personal level.

Fever 8(2.7%)
7(2.4%)

Dry cough

Tiredness |3 (1%)

(Alolie bore _ 277(939%)

0 100 200 300

Fig. 5
Fig 6: 107(36.5) students were confused about
common mode of transmission of Covid-19. Only
189(63.9%) students knew it. They too were
about the origin place of the virus

Blood 25 (8.5%)
Water 9(3.1%)

None of the above 73 (24.9%)

0 50 100 150 200
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Fig. 6
Fig 7: Students hardly knew about eating habits
for boosting their immunity.

Detox Water

52 (17.6%)

Green Tea 58 (19.7%)

15.(5.1%)

Frozen food

0 50 100 150 200

Fig. 7
Fig 8: Only 30% student were aware of rich
source of Vitamin C which is helpful to boost
immunity and recovery of COVID-19.

Lemon —12 (4.1%)
Orange |2 (0.7%)

Allof the Above 191 (647%)

0 50 100 180 200

Fig. 8
Fig.9: Out of 295 responders more than 80%
students were aware about Corona Virus.

omer

Fig. 9
Discussion:

Observing and Analysing the results, it
tells us that most of the students are aware of the
Covid-19virus. Theywere prettymuch familiar with
the origin place of the virus (SARS-CoV-2) and the
prevention from getting Covid virus like wearing
marks in public places, washing hands frequently
and keeping proper distancing between them, etc.
If you know the mode of transition of the virus
then you are at least aware how to take measures
if someone near you is a positive candidate, in
our survey, most of the students(63.5%) were
aware but this is not sufficient to stop the spread
of Corona Virus whereas 94% of the students
knows the symptoms of the Covid-19 virus which
it is good till some extend (Fig.5). Immunity plays
a key role in this pandemic so does immunity
boosters and Vitamin-C rich food but seeing
58.10% of students being aware of Golden
Milk (Turmeric Milk) as an immunity booster
and most of them unaware(69.50%; Fig.8) of
Amla(Indian gooseberry) being a highly rich
source of Vitamin-C is really not a good response.
Suggestion andconclusion:

Government has been running various
programmes to enhance awareness regarding
prevention & protection from Covid-19. So,
awareness about Covid-19 is good among UG
students of degree collage and general public
as well. This study was conducted among UG
students of degree collage, out of which more then
80% of students were familiar with the Covid-19

and its protocols.
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According to the above results and discussion,
we can say that most of the students are aware
of the Covid-19 Virus, unfortunately there is still
some percentage left who are not so aware about
Covid-19 Virus and this percentage is in which
we need to put our efforts. Some students are
still not aware about the role of Immunity during
this pandemic. Students along with the people
should be made aware about the key role of our
body’s immunity, they should know how to boost
up their immunity and what are the sources that
can provide their immunity (like Golden milk,
Amla, Lemon etc) and there is a need to adverts
immunity boostersthrough advertisement on

Television, Radio and social media etc.
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wifag 19 o1 THifaes guTE: fefaq, g Td daramg

2020 H Hifae 19 AR fava &1 gad

sifye i, gad sifye® gaod H ST
el Vs &9 T 21 f9qe S=aRu 4 9 g 99 &1
sgyfa Bt @1 78 THE fodt uH T F gEEn |
eIt qeguf fove 1 gwE €1 s9h 5 & 99T T8
T ey GEE) off dferd o9 & oot G oy e
Ig GEUl qE GHIS 1 GHIed FA ol a9 98 Tk
TSR TS 1 €Y O oFlll 39 3o & ford
9 9 TR W YT HI EAvIRd Hegd g ot a9 g9
sNfefer e % &9 H 3@ S o &Y 9% gHe S
Hqof W H gAfaq FA E T AL T B B
STEehT FHIYM BT fHET ot T2 w1 T Afde wded
gidT €1 39T Afde Hdeq & @Y FHifas 19 & qorHilds
TeT 1 YR BT &1 IdHH GHT A 59 HeHRl HT g
1918 H ot Wfis “q e HEMR § HI o1 @l
€1 39 GHF S 97 Yoritae URdad go o1 aar g
TSHIfeR GRedT hifae 19 & &% 3+ I G9e 2l
freag g o aren 3faer FIfaS 19 @l STER AHH
TSI S HT ShT HOT a4l faad & qreT w3
Al T GarEet w1 4 S 3
3GV~ TY IF & IF FaA gHT H FEfrd wRAT
HETRT @ I GUTE T AT T HEAT €1 adl
39 AT TT GUIEIA i S & S Tt aRgeT
BT gRAfdd HM
ity qfafi:- Sod 9e 99§ uireeh, TUHIHS Y
ufd &1 SYANT fomer T € TS 997 e 2q fgdiae
id @ HEAH A A 81 e Sdid GEER u
feRte %1 WeR fadr A 81 wifge 19 @ qsHilas
THTE P SHAT FH & fad fFa7 & & &1 ferarea
faars feran T 21
®g W~ R § GHcHF ITHT YOI B STqArE
T &1 T8T ]9 1 arefas qiedn qerEHl g €1 sad
g |iowr 7T € fop a9 2020 T 2021 1 99T GRAET

YYEA & ford & A W Al 1 et @1 8 e

o ged w1t A Fifae-19 1 fe=a & 59 wemd
g o # %= TR 50 W W W WEHE 5"
fopd T B WR T 20 W@ HUS & oMY U @i

Fifag 19 =t K30 H &5 THR g0 A T 31 FEt &l
Gl U1 ol SH AT TU 39 T YA T @1 § e
ST TRl I H el Uefl S 34 HAl &l 7Y
R & X HASE 9 9 AFH &1 YOG w39 AU
T i U & ¥9 H YOG o JHIRG | He i
qed 78 € foh SR HeMr U wide foug € e
9 ot Toifae T W TH H WAE TsHIae <ol gr
e S @1 B W' o8 WerE ueigd %1 4SS @, g
IS oo a1 AT § g S Geran & fam
1 ToHITaeh 98 1 GEa1 @l T4 €1 9 T WE
fauell <7 39 9a@ ® o g2 ¥ fF Hs TR wifas
19 ¥ ofed W gl HESR Fifad e W &1 39 HESA
I foqe T STIER AH &1 Y99 HIM

TP W UG- AR WieuE § s gel, T
A, THedt g & WEAW ¥ h% U9 T & 0
QIR < Sieem fohan T B 1 Wifas 19 i &1 %1 ST
A H= W I IR @ ® ® fF 3@ memd @ oed
¥ &5 TR awid o ot oA it ! STagashdl
% ER Heg el Y W W A foRet off wu H @
HR 51 oA H1 Hemdl wd ft B @ 39 b A
IUAfey Ud Hafed TsF &t foheran & ¥4 ° y=ia fwan
S 1§ YT ¥9 W U8 HAE IR fRa S w1 ©
H@e™ S T 39 I 9 HEfed T difae 19 9
e H fush el gU T SEfe 3T S Sad A
T&l gU €1 zEeh arfaft faudid <ot ol TS | R
Gehfhal 1 ge sifuss et =1 W € 3@ off aeHifas
T A 1 WA 9 SR oA e € S IR weers
H $5-T59 & AN, ARI-YARY Tk AT GEhid
% ¥ H 2@ Thd € dONQ IHh dae 19 & SNH
IRATT W A Hedensh GEdre o1 qied fean € I
W1 § foh W9 29 % GES @ gRI Sl shed o,
T Y 9 Toded 9 V@R HEH Hi A H1 St
T W WUl T w W s sweed & uf o aed
Hifaet 1 e & T9 W Thoe TN A

SFRT=NT W:-FIfAS19 1 Fad 3fereh Tt goma
I T W @ S Ghdl &1 ql HUd T8 AR
o © 21 T wiferg19 1 S Tk Wil % dgd =ie

YO & 91 9RG ! ST R 59 e 1 ifam afeA

# gEH od ¥ gen €, fome emfie, seelt, wF dfea
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fohq Sifag-19 & HRO v& T Ffa9y o1 <9 o ofe
W e 99 T A W 9Rd & o 3 @i e @
o o 27 gfawistl &l 9 § T & Tl StaeR @i
afrpur ki fAfda L)

HE 9 39 T W 1A B4 w1 o faam emfem
w1 Fg fole fova woifa § oif 9ged & T
THIHOT A1 Gohd < @1 &1 gy e+ Tk g
% forieft 7oR o W 7 o6l TE IR Ra-srafie fa
F Tk 2 IR form ® #1 39 Sedt fawar @ <A
dIGeee &l oo & § 913 % ¥9 § 3@ Thd 2l
fafvea &1 39 TeMl § 9RA T 99Ed U S 39T
2 T emften =1 ara 9 ifufe gema o & fo
fererer fepan e <A & 59 T 1 &% HE S HEYU
f fofa foaam ifae 19 & R A guol fava =t worifa
IR - HRHT-= Frhror & 3 fird suet For o @ 2
AT - HRAT TEER & SR S5e TS, i
A qeHITae UREY 4 WG % GHel g AfaE W
WW%ﬁ@W%z—

1. R & HROT IR & HH ST God L FHIA
TSR & eSS & HROT agell Sfasiel 5 SUerm
1 SgE g1 e fueT & 9€t T 2

2. TE S A S w0 W o enfew w9
RECE A

3. 39 WM I J@d gL 98 W W W gfaet
1 TR e B

4, 3 [ & WY TG & o Frafa § gt
peepl

5. AhER & T9E &Y WR W Sfed ®R &l T8 Hi
TE GH S

6. HRAT &1 faeaasrl gad el § fue

7. WRA 9 et <91 § SR 9 s % for Sehrenton
A & Tha sAFn Ffvea & s wmen e
off T saeen & fod i SAifar €
HATEATG:- & Hohe Tk 9 GRadd i & o
I € Sk a9 & HIfEE 19 % Hehe 7 BHR THY T
HHE S e B

. IAEH 99 ° 99 % Yfd SIqUsed STd skt ARSI
H 9RA AT U H I T Y& URUE H R
Tl % ol Uk WRid d9R Y gehdl Bl

2. oM R gfawie & &R o U faswfa o° 2l

3. Fifae 19 & SR H¥=a g qorifas gwhia o of
IRed G 21 ererfd ore gt Yoft, IE YER-TER,
T[E & qlen, faufie § Sow oEe, g % wd
amfe o fefSiear degfa &1 oM 9@ qen wmise g4,
T, TGS S YR T ST aH S|

4, 39 A R B off SR T € Weed ge
A YT S Hehdl &1 HARMrst & WasH aeR H off
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forg uft@ =1 =1 erfuss Taren 9 SYesy | hifas
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COVID-19 epidemic has disrupted the whole world. It developed
In China and is now spreading globally. This epidemic is a health crisis
affecting the economic development of each nation. This epidemic
has disrupted the normal daily life of each nation. The Government
of India has declared a lockdown across the country, along with
promoting social distance to control the spread of COVID-19. All
schools, colleges and Universities have been declared closed due to
the epidemic. This is disrupting the entire education system. Policy
mabkers are facing a number of problems in formulating policy related
to education system. Teaching is going online from offline. Teaching
system, students, teachers and parents are facing many problems
due to this change. The present paper describes various factors that
hamper the education system due to COVID-1 9.

ISSN 0975 1254 (PRINT)
ISSN 2249-9180 (ONLINE)
www.shodh.net

C
g
=
)
=
=
B3]
=
&
0
0
[+
=]
)
0
|
&
)
4
<

And a complete Periodical dedicated t
Humanities & Social Science Researc

%k ok ko ok

Rajni Kant Dixit
Research Scholar, Department of Education
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Language, University Lucknow

ol




Role of Covid-19 epidemic in disrupting Indian
Education System

he COVID-19 as a pandemic was
Tdeclared by the WHO on 11 March
2020. This outbreak pandemic was evolved
in Wuhan city of China and has affected many
countries. The epidemic has greatly hampered
the development of countries where cases of
Novel Corona virus have been reported a lot. To
reduce congestion, countries are taking various
measures like lockdown, absence in workplace,
school closure, stoppage of transport facilities etc.
COVID-19 epidemic has temporarily shut down
educational institutions around the world. More
than 90 percent of the world's student population
is affected by this nationwide lockdown. India
is also suffering from this epidemic COVID-19.
Government of India has taken various measures
to control the infection such as 'Janta Curfew'
announced by the Prime Minister on 22nd March,
2020 later on due to increasing cases of Covid-19,
a total lockdown was announced for 21 days. The
lockdown was carried forward by the Government
of India on 14th April, 2020 till 3rd May, 2020.
This decision is affecting the various sectors in
the country. The education sector is also affected
by the lockdown which is a critical determinant
of the economic future of the country. As per the
directives of the government, all school, colleges
and universities are closed. Whole education
system is disrupted by the pandemic COVID-19.
2. Impact of COVID-19 on education system:-
State governments started the closure of schools
and colleges across the country in order to
control the spread of the novel coronavirus. It
was announced in the second week of March as a
temporary measure to avoid the crowd. Initially,
for a month closure of schools was announced by
the government but gradually the time of closure

was extended and it is uncertain when they will
reopen. During this period, there are various
activities take place which are very crucial such as
competitive exams and entrance tests of various
universities, board examination and semester
examinations in universities as well as admission
process in universities and schools. In fact in
India the closure of school and university will not
only have a short-term impact on the continuity of
learning of young learners but it will have a large
effect on the economic growth of the country as
well as having large effect on the society.

3. Impact of COVID-19 on Schools:- In order to
raise the skills, best public policy tool available is
going to school. School is a place where children
can have fun and raise social awareness and
social skills. The main motive of going school or
being in school is that it enhances the ability of
the child. On the other side missing the school
or not attending the school will have negative
effect on the skill growth .The closure of the
schools has affected the structure of learning
and schooling. First of all it affected the teaching
and assessment methodologies. Generally online
teaching methods are adopted by the few private
schools that are handful in taking online classes.
Generally in those schools children are taking
classes online. On the other side low-income
private and government schools have complete
closure and not having the access to e-learning
solution. It is disrupting the learning of students.
In fact Parents are facing various issues because
of the change in teaching methodology.

4. Impact of COVID-19 on Higher Education:
The shutdown of universities has also affected the
student’s learning in universities. One immediate

measure is essential n order to ensure the
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continuity in institutes and universities. In order
to conduct the class smoothly, online teaching
methodology is adopted. Learning management
digital
solutions are adopted by the universities to run

software and open-source learning
online classes. Higher education is considered as
a critical determinant of the economic future of
the country and higher education of our sector
has significantly affected by the pandemic as well.
Many students from India's different states enrol
in universities abroad. Due to the global closure of
the institutes and universities, it is expected that
it will reduce the demand for the international
higher education.

The main concern regarding this which
is coming in the mind of everyone is the effect
of the pandemic on the rate of employment.
Because of the current situation, graduates who
have recently completed their graduation are
fearing from the withdrawal of job offers from
corporate. Teaching methodology in institutes
and universities has also transformed due to the
lockdown in India. Defiantly it has been replaced
the old chalk-talk model with the new technology.
E-learning solutions are making teaching and
learning possible in this situation but engagement
is a big problem attached with the e-learning. The
policy makers are trying to solve the problem of
engagement of students and tackling the digital
divide. In order to manage the crisis in Indian
education section, a multi-pronged strategy is
necessary in the long term. An effective education
and well rounded practices are needed in India
to build the capacity of young minds in this time
of crisis. To ensure the overall progress in India,
It will drive employability, well-being, health and
productivity through the development of skills.

5. Impact of COVID-19 on online classes:- In
order to maintain the attendance or not missing

out too much, children are forced to continue their

education at home and the major drawback of
this condition creating a situation where Students
generally have not been sent out from the home
to play. Bjorklund and Salvanes (2011) have told
that the major inputs into a child’s learning is
provided by the families as these are treated as a
central to education. Parents are facing issues in
understanding the new methodology of teaching.
Some parents are not very techno friendly. In this
way they are not able to guide their ward to take
classes online. Connectivity of internet is also a
big challenge in front of all teachers, students and
parents. There are many disturbances have to
face due to the poor connectivity.

6. Assessments;- The teaching for students is not
only interrupted by the closure of schools, colleges
and universities. Janta Curfew also affected the
assessment of the students all around the world.
Many exams and assessments have been cancelled
or postponed because of the closure of educational
institutions. This is a new era of the education for
both Teachers and Students. Many colleges and
universities of India have shifted their traditional
classes system to the online classes as well as the
examination system also has been shifted from
offline to online.

Defiantly Teachers are wusing online
assessmenttoolsfor evaluation. Online assessment
tools are not free from the limitations. They
have also various draw backs. There are various
errors related to the measurement are reported
in online assessment tools in comparison to the
usual measurement. et al. (2020) showed in their
research that educational credentials are used by
the employers to assess the applicants such as
grade point averages and degree classifications
to sort applicants. Thus, the lockdown is also
affecting the placement of the new graduates on

labour market. Matching efficiency of the new
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graduates is reducing due to the increment in the
disruptions in the signals of the applicants which
is leading higher job separation rates and slower
earning growth. According to Fredriksson and
Ihlen (2018), this is costly both to the individual
and also to society as a whole.

7. Conclusion: Due to covidl9 closure of
Schools, Colleges, Universities is creating great
difficulties for Students and also disrupting the
internal assessment and public assessments for
qualifications. The traditional method of teaching
has been replaced by the online teaching. One side
online teaching is providing opportunity to the
students for learning another side there are various
issues are attached with the new methodology of
teaching. Education institutions are searching the
ways to solve the issues which arose due to the
lockdown and putting their efforts to fill the loss
of learning. In order to rebuild the loss in learning
at the time when they will be reopened, schools
need resources. This is really a big challenge
for indian education system. In fact the internal
assessment of the students related to the learning
should not be skipped. It should be postponed
for further instructions. New policies should be
formed by the Governments to support students
in their entry to the Job and other Business. up
their immunity and what are the sources that
can provide their immunity (like Golden milk,
Amla, Lemon etc) and there is a need to adverts
immunity boosters through advertisement on
Television, Radio and social media etc.
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FE d BEH AT SHHUIAT AR HERA HI o, Fiew
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e o TN & el erud SN orafeny Fedl i HA
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TR A &9 T R, Sl ol SO W=, e Wi
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Re-financing, Sanction, Disbursement, Monitoring

The SFC Act of 1951 was enacted resulting in establishment of
18 SFCs in the country. These Development Financial Institutions had
large social mandate as per the prerogative of the State Government.
They are the oldest financial institutions. Over the years, they are in
poor financial health with question being raised on their efficiency
and functioning. Thus, their role needs to be aligned with operational
and decision making freedom, technocrat leadership and with
diversification of product/service portfolio. This analytical paper
focuses on solutions to be adopted by SFCs for improvement in their
performances so that they turn into viable State-Level Developmental
Financial Institutions. Annual reports of few SFCs and RBI reports
have been referred for the analytical review.
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Study on Measures to Revitalize State Financial
Corporations

he necessity for the establishment of

TSFCS in different had been recognised
because it was not possible for institution to
satisfy the capital needs of the smaller concerns
sprouting all over the country, thus, SFC Act,
1951 was passed. At present there are 18 SFCs
operating in the county out of which 17 are
constituted as Corporation with the exception
of Tamil Nadu Financial Corporation which was

registered under Companies Act 1956. Thus,
SFCs basically acted as prime engine for growth

for MSME sector.

Analysis of Problems and its Suggestions:- The
growth of the activities of the SFCs had been show
and haulting, because of responsible behaviour of
SFCS irksome adherence to red-tapism and in-
different attitude of government and apex bodies
towards performance and development of SFCs
yet they are rendering services to MSMEs. To im-
prove the performance and functioning of State
Financial Corporations the following suggestions
have been given:

SFCs may be allowed either to open or
operate a "Bank" like IDBI, ICICI or to function
is a Commercial Bank to mobilize low cost funds
under different types of deposits and to compete
with the commercial banks and other financial
intermediaries. It should be a National Level Public
Sector Bank. This would help the SFCs to utilize
their surplus manpower, which can conveniently
be shifted to the banking subsidiaries.

The SFCs suffer from inadequacy of share
capital. The SFC Act may suitably be amended
creating sufficient scope for Government of India
and international agencies for infusing of funds
for recapitalisation of SFCs.

The Corporations should tap the capital market to
the fullest possible, to meet the fund requirement,
such finds should be raised through bonds and

securities.

SFCs may be allowed to float bond with
State Government guarantee by entering into
the market in a suitable trance and in such a
suitable time depending on favourable market
conditions SFCS may be allowed to raise fund
at a lower com from international channels too.
It must not depend on traditional avenues of
resources, the channels of which are dicing up.
To cope up with the working capital finance,
first hand arrangements should be insisted and
a tie-up for working capital finance should be
ensured simultaneously with the sanction of term
loan to industrial units. If the SFCs are allowed
to function as a commercial bank, the paucity of
working capital can be solved.

SIDBI does not take any risk on credit given

to SFCs as they provide loans to second grade
entrepreneurs. It is suggested that the government
should take steps to evolve some mechanism
so that some relaxation is provided to SFCs in
repayment of borrowings/refinance from SIDBI in
tune with SFCS, non-recovery of these loans i.e.
NPAs.
These development banks should also involve
themselves assist the SFCs in timely realization
of their loans and for this a joint task force can
be more objective and of much use. To enhance
the marketability of SFCs/la order to fill up the
credit gaps, in case of direct financing by SIDBI,
certain amount/limit may be earmarked for SFCs
to finance. SFCs have to become more than a
single product provider.

The Government of India/RBI should
consider allocating substantial share of tax free
bonds to SIDBI to ease their fund position, the
proceed, of which should be exclusively used to
provide refinance support to SFCs at a lower rate
of interest.
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To limit down NPAs,
sanctioning of loans and large-scale concentration

indiscriminate

of loans in few industries should be avoided. The
strategies for containment of NPA's should be
to provide security related need based finance
to potential/viable sick units for early revival.
Separate guidelines for SFCs in the matter of
income recognition, provisioning and assets
classification should be made considering the
default position and realizable market value
of available assets. Two broad category of asset
classification such as standard and bad & doubtful
should be made and reviewed periodically to be
realistic.

SFCs should make/evolve some system
to identify potential Non-Performing Assets in
the lines of commercial banks so that timely
corrective/protective measures may be taken up,
to reduce the spiral increase of NPAs. Discipline,
loyalty and responsibility should be evolved and
imposed on first line and second line manager to
control the finance to non viable and infeasible
projects, which ultimately leads to NPA.

The assets of assisted units should be
insured against comprehensive risk by collecting
the premium from the borrowers. To improve
the poor recovery mechanism, SFCs should
cleanse their internal house-keeping and launch
a vigorous drive for the recovery of overdue/NPAs.
A team of senior executives should monitor the
progress of the recovery campaign of NPAs. The
staffs so appointed should establish direct contact
with the defaulters and explore the possibilities of
recovering the dues. Better coordination amongst
appraisal, follow up and recovery functions in

SFCs should be evolved, which calls for
strong Management Information System. The
ABC analysis should be adopted for better results.
Special incentive should be given to employees to
achieve higher recovery targets.

Emphasis on more recycling of own funds and

omer

to improve customers service in terms of cutting
down the time consuming lengthy procedure
involved in sanction/legal documentation and
speedy disbursement of loans, may enable the
SFCs to face competition more aggressively.
The Government should take necessary steps to
provide coverage under Debt Recovery Tribunal
to SFCs so that speedy disposal of loans may be
ensured thus improving the position of recovery/
reduction of NPAs etc.
SIDBI  should
comprehensive guidelines to SFCs for resorting

issue uniform and
to the system of "one time settlement" to
compromise dues from individual borrowers.
Mechanism should be improved to dispose of the
assets acquired under Section 29 of the SFC Act
1951 at the earliest so as to get the best deal out
of it. To overcome the delays in recoveries, the
state government may set up special courts for
disposal of applications made under Section 32
of the SFC Act.

To overcome the problem of project cost
over run the procedure for granting loans needs
to be stream lined, so that the interval between
the receipt of an application and actual date of
sanction and disbursement of loans be reduced to
the minimum. The lending policy may be adjusted
in the light of experience gained regarding the
financial position of various industries operating
in the respective regions. The Corporation's duty
does not cease with provision of credit, but it
should continue to exercise and constantly watch
over the progress of customer enterprises for
enabling them to proceed on right lines.

The procedure of disbursement of loans for
various projects should vary with their sizes.

The Corporations should coordinate with
the government agencies e.g. pollution board,
electricity board etc. for speedy compliance of
their formalities If the project is delayed from
the borrowers end, close follow-up and in-depth/
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step to step monitoring of implementation of
project should be made by the SFCs.

SIDBIs criteria of re-finance do not
favour SFCs and it is biased. SIDBI should
not discriminate between refinance allowed to
Commercial Banks and SFCs. SIDBI should raise
the limit of refinance to 70% and 100% refinance
for working capital. The interest charged or
refinance should be the same as for commercial
banks to provide level playing field to SFCs.

SFCs need to be nurtured and nourished
by a single parent, i.e., single national level
organization to make them vibrant and
operationally viable, to infuse more accountability
in the working. It should discharge its duties
towards SFCs honestly and sincerely SIDBI
should be assigned with dual role, one operational
and other one supervisory. Under the operational
role SFCs should function within the operational
ambit set by SIDBI, i.e., there should be limit set
for SIDBI to provide finance below which SIDBI
should not finance and only SFCs to finance below
that limit. In its supervisory role, SIDBI should
make SFCs function within the policy framework
set by it.

Discretionary powers coupled with
accountability could speed up credit delivery
process. It is the need of the hour to impose
accountability on the top-level management;
the functionaries and authorities for sanctions
and disbursal of loans and advances, Effective
surveillance and punishment is not in operation.
There should be a committee comprising of
professionals and technocrats, which from time
to time monitor and observe the appraisals made
by the Corporation officials. External influence
should be considered while taking a decision.
It should be imposed to increase the sense of
accountability and responsibility amongst the
officials of the Corporations so that contaminated

loan portfolio, alarming proportion of non-
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performing assets and huge amount of assets in
the bad and doubtful category could be controlled
more effectively.

State Government/SIDBI should guide
SFCs in functioning, administration, sanctioning
and disbursal of loans. Political interference of the
state government in day to day functioning should
be stopped rather it should be on professional
basis supported with more technical guidance
and assistance from SIDBI, i.e. SIDBI should
act as guide for SFCS for day to day functioning.
SIDBI should take all possible steps to strengthen
administrative mechanism and improve internal
monitoring, so as to infuse more professionalism
and increase more operational interference.

There is lack of close watch from SIDBI
on credit appraisal, a system should be developed
to re-examine/ re-appraise certain randomly
selected cases which are not refinanced by the
apex bodies. SIDBI should not only watch but
involve themselves in credit appraisal in order to
have more effective credit worthy appraisal.

To have a direct administrative control of

the Apex Body/ RBI over the functioning of SFCs
instead of bureaucratic administrative control
of the State Government, a professional person
from SIDBI should be appointed as managing
director of SFCs and chairman may be appointed
from state government. SIDBI officials comprising
one from finance and other from technical side
should conduct from time to time internal audit
of certain randomly selected cases.
Autonomy should be given to the board of SFCs
to take decisions regarding resource mobilization
policy and Human Resource Development
matters, so that the functioning of SFCs could be
more smooth and speedy.

Employees of SFCs may be allowed to
purchase the shares of their concerned SFCs to
boost up their involvement and belongingness
towards the organization. Employees should
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be represented in the board of SFCs so as to
inculcate a sense of involvement/participation in
the management of the affairs of the Corporation.

The employees are appointed by the
Government so there is dearth of specialized
staff resulting in
implementing policies. SIDBI should prescribe

technical inefficiency in
guidelines in the matter of pay, perks and
promotion for the employees of SFCs to be
considered finally by the board of SFCs, i.e., a
comprehensive system should be introduced for
better HRD management. To develop a strong
second line management based on professional
re-orientation, possibility may be explored to
accord priorities for selecting senior officers
available in SFCs for filling up important posts of
Director.

They lack corporate culture, the staff
should be exposed to structural programmes
to give their best. Such programmes should be
two-tier, one for senior executives and the other
for junior and middle level officers. The training
module will differ, should be interpreted in nature
with a mix of both, skill up-gradation and human
resource development. It should cope with the new
business environment i.e., merchant banking,
lease and hire purchase and capital market
services, industrial policy and development in
science and technology, loan appraisal, recovery
monitoring and loan accounting with necessary
funding by SIDBI.

In future, persons having a degree in
management with specialization in Engineering,
Law, Economics,  Statistics, @ Management

Costing should
be recruited for managerial position. Basic

Accounting, Finance, ete.
infrastructure should be developedin thebackward
regions, and programmes of entrepreneurship
awareness should be campaigned in the backward
regions so that people could be motivated to set-

up more and more new industries and in turn

omer

credit extension in those areas could be ensured.

For development of backward areas certain
amount of deposits should be lent by commercial
banks to SFCs at the rate 2% below their prime
lending rate for infrastructure development of
those areas by SFCs.

To co-ordinate between various agencies,
SFCs should with the
entrepreneurs, cooperative

improve relations
scheduled banks,
banks, other financial institutions, and various
agencies involved, which create hindrance to
industries in particular, then, these SFCs shall
be more effective. Such co-ordination would
help, both SFCs and banks in numerous ways
for e.g.- appraisal through common form, joint
financing, disbursal of instalments, and recovery
of instalments and watch over the affairs of the
borrowers. The Commercial Bank's branch, act
as an agent of the SFCs at a place where SFCs
branch does not exist. SFCs must also coordinate
with agencies like trade development authorities
for market survey and feasibility reports to enable
the beneficiaries to sell in foreign market to
earn valuable foreign exchange by exporting the
projects.

The Corporation should make endeavour
to publicize their new policies/schemes regarding
finance through various awareness promotional
programmes, so that small industrial enterprises
get the benefit.

There is a need for well thought-out range
policy of branch expansions. It should not expand
branches, and recruit non-professional staff
without considering their impact on operations.

All branches should function as profit
centres, besides looking at the objective of
providing the services with better geographical
spread. The follow-up format of the SFCs should
be revised and it should also contain current
operational parameter as well as the specific
problems of the industry, so that cases they may
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be taken care of, while sanctioning new cases and
symptoms of sickness may be identified.

The SFCs should on a regular conduct
Entrepreneur Programmes and give turn the
SFCs should
continue playing the role of credit/service provider
to MSMESs. The role of SFCs should not be confined
to the traditional business to MSMEs. Its role
need to be broad based to cater to the needs of
large-scale sector with judicious mix of advantage

industrialisation of the state.

with no cap on the limit of accommodation.

Conclusion:-

Presently, Indian financial system is
passing through second generation reforms which
lay emphasis on I T. intervention, institutional
strengthening

attention in prudential norms, capital adequacy,

up-gradation, internal system,
containment of NPAs, functional autonomy and
systematic improvements, aimed at developing
effective credit delivery system, i.e., redressing
of business processes. The future business
canvas of SFCs is likely to be affected by stiff
competition offered by commercial banks and
sister institutions viz., SIDCs, etc. In the wake
of WTO provisions coming into play, MSMEs will
have to face new challenge. In this context, SFCs
role and their institutional and resource raising
capabilities will have to be upgraded accordingly.

As along-term strategy, after re-structuring
and re-capitalization as suggested by the Gupta
Committee, even when SFCs attain better health,
it is important that they should be self-sufficient
and sustainable in the long run. Development
Financial Institutions are moving towards
gradually converting themselves into Universal
Banks, i.e., those banks that offer a wide range
of financial services, beyond commercial banking,

investment banking such as Insurance.

W b
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Portrayal of women on OTT video streaming
platform in India

edia has always been a vanguard
for the behaviour of society. The
pattern for media consumption is transforming
with
technologies

in communication
of the
population has achieved ease of access to the

the advancement
in India. The majority

internet. This progression has allowed web-
based streaming websites to gain exponential
growth in viewership. The phenomenal growth
has also resulted in the evolution of the content
consumption behaviour of the audience. With
this boom in demands, more and more content
is uploaded every day on these Over-the-Top
(OTT) platforms.

In India, there are more than 40
international and regional OTT platforms. The
audience prefers these platforms because they
remain unshackled from the chains of censorship
and provide the audience exclusive control over
the content they wish to watch. The creative
freedom that thrives over these platforms allows
the creator to implore realism in the content.
These freedoms sometimes do not conform to the
Indian societal norms. The portrayal of women
over these OTT is one of the primary concerns
of hostility for these OTT platforms in India.
In this research, we will attempt an analysis
of the portrayal of women through previously
available literature on various sources to expand
the cumulative understanding of the condition
of the female gender over these OTT platforms.

Renowned Canadian communication
theorist Marshall Mc Luhan Said- “Medium is the
Message”. With the advent of the 21st Century,
there has been exponential
advancement and because of this, the mode
of media consumption has witnessed a drastic

Technological

change. This shift from traditional media has
resulted in a new form of content being desired
by the audience, that is not constrained by the

limitation of censorship.

In this new age, the world has converged
into a global village, and so has the media. This
globalisation is because of the perpetual growth
of the internet. This medium allows its users
to experience versatility in the consumption
of media while further allowing them greater
independence of choice from an extensive
collection of content.

In this technologically advanced age,
Over-the-top platforms are the most commonly
used medium for the consumption of media.
OTT is a media platform that provides service
directly to the viewers via the internet, thus
bypassing the traditional controllers of the
Media service like cable, broadcast, satellite
television platforms. The direct access of media
by the viewers using the internet allows these
platforms an exemption from the censorship
laws of the land, thus allowing the creator
to practice greater creative freedom for the
portrayal of their character. Moreover, because
of the on-demand control over the content,
these platforms have witnessed an exponential
growth in their viewership.

In the context of Indian society, these
creative freedoms have been a bone of contention
among the traditional society and the Creators
of OTT platforms. The portrayal of women over
these streaming platforms is among the primary
reason for this conflict. In the mainstream media,
the portrayal of women has always been limited
around the Patriarchal mindset, where in most
cases, the female actors are subsumed in the
shadows of their male counterparts. They are
either encapsulated in an ideal role subjugated
to the male actors, or they are portrayed as eye
candy for the audience.

The GEC(General
Channel) broadcaster have operated under

Entertainment
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the Censorship law of India, thus building a
stereotype pertaining the women in the media
industry, and in most cases, their role has only
been limited to either a Cultured mother, Wife,
daughter or a vixen, courtesan or a vamp.
These Stereotypes have seeped into the minds
of the Indian audience. But, ever since the
onset of the Streaming platforms, the portrayal
of women has witnessed a rejuvenation from
the old stereotypic role. The content over these
platforms- unfettered_from the scissors of censor
board have started exploring the genre of women
Centric content where the women are not merely
an object of gratification but a strong-willed
protagonist, unwilling to give up. Although, this
privilege of uncensored content Creation has
also paved the way for intensely violent, nude,
vulgar, Sexual, and profane portrayal of women.
OTT platforms has been a boon for the
Women Centric content at a global level, being
applauded by the viewer for the unique and
innovative role for these characters, but, the
Indian Creators have withheld themselves in a
single mould of portraying the Women in their
content either as a victim or Iconoclastic lady of
the new generation. If this trend continues, it is
hard not to say that women in OTT platforms will
soon be restrained in these roles, thus breaking
one stereotype and falling into another.
Portrayal Of Women In Ott Platform:- Since
the beginning of the media industry, the women
working in front of the camera have been
castigated as a supporting cast for the male
lead. In a male-dominated industry, women
were objectified as eye candy or a character
who becomes the motivation for the male lead
to finding riches. Besides this, a stereotype
has been established in the media industry
that Female actors should be fair, slim, tall,
and unwary about exposing themselves on the
screen. Furthermore, the women were portrayed
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as an inferior gender who silently accepts
the atrocities that befall upon them, and the
Confident hero of the film can only save them.
Such portrayal of women in media has created
a grim image of the female gender in society.

Throughout this period, only a handful
of movies and TV Serials in comparison cast
females in the leading role, even then those
portrayals were tamed by the patriarchal
mindset of the society, and the women were
somehow made to seek recognition from the
male gender, be it in the form of their father,
husband, brother or some other male in the life.

The traditional media also created an
unsavoury image about female characters that
are firebrand and voluptuous.The audience in
general lauds the sexist and vulgar depiction
of women on screen, yet, they despise those
similar characters in real life. Empirically, these
mediocre portrayals of women have also set
a vibe in society that sees women as second-
class citizens. Apart from all these aspects,
the traditional media has also transformed
women into objects of sexual gratification
while showcasing the bosom and the buttocks,
particularly in song and music videos.

OTT platforms have emerged in recent
times with a new outlook towards the portrayal
of women. The content served over these
platforms is much more unprejudiced towards
the typical portrayal of women. OTT Streaming
platforms like Netflix, amazon prime, Disney
Hotstar, Hulu,Voot, and many regional streaming
platforms like Hoichoi have begun focusing
on the women-centric role. Strangers things,
Orange is the new Black, She, Aarya, Skater
Girl, Queen’s gambit, et cetera are some of the
content streamed over these platforms that have
portrayed women in —a unique and refreshing
roles.

The adrift from stereotypical portrayals



—[57] 9T 11, 3& 1&2, 15 T, 2020

of women in GEC channels is bringing in a
dynamic and latent change in the perception
of the rudimentary image of women in society.
Unstrained fromcensor’s, the OTT platforms have
allowed the creator to explore Tabooed issues
like homosexuality, child abuse, nudity, sex,
marital rape, Causal sex, Gender biasedness,
etc. more potently and vividly. For women-
centric content, OTT could be considered as a
boon as these streaming platforms transcend the
typical physical aspects of the female character
in media, i.e. complexion and physique. Because
of such complex subjects selected up by these
Streaming platforms, the need for talent in the
portrayal of the role becomes utmost necessary,
thus providing opportunities for new _female
actors in the industry.

Despite the creative upliftment, OTT
platforms have provided to the Creators, In the
Indian context, it seems that the Creators have
somehow begun re-castigating the women in
the OTT platform as victims taking a stand or
vindictive character out for revenge or privileged
women having fun while being confused about
their Life choice. This trend is evident from
a show across all streaming platforms like
Bulbbul, Guilty, She,
Masaba, Fabulous Lives of Bollywood Wives,

Mirzapur 2, Masaba

Aarya, and Bhaag Beanie Bhaag, Delhi crime,
Bombay Begums, and many more. The Inability
of creators to explore innovative roles for female
Protagonists has steered the contents towards
portraying intense violence, nudity, sexuality,
and profanity from and toward women to garner
larger viewership.

It is evident that ever since the trend of
exploiting the privilege of uncensored content
publishing for portraying women through
sexuality, profanity, abusive language, violence
has boomed, the demand for bringing OTT
platforms under censorship law has also gained

omer

momentum. In the current scenario, it seems
like women are out of one box into another.
Portrayal of women in web series:- Web series are
the most popular segment of all OTT platforms,
and binge-watching series has become a fad
among OTT users. The wide popularity of
web series is because of the elongated dose of
intense suspense, thrill, and drama. Although,
male protagonists dominate OTT web series, the
proportion of women-centric content with strong
narratives, portraying women as ambitious,
strong, and self-dependent has increased. This
diversion from the typical representation of
women in Traditional media has been lauded
by both the male and female viewers of the
streaming platforms, and according to data,
the proportion of male viewers is much higher
for women-centric content in comparison to
Jfemales.

The shift in women’s character in the
Indian context from typical feminine roles a GEC
channels, has received massive appreciation
from the audience, but in the last few years,
these revolutionary changes in the portrayal
of women have become stagnant. Either Rape,
Murder, or child abuse, or privileged women’s
take on life has become a convenient backstory
to explain women’s mental or physical health
issues to make the character interesting and
edgy for the viewers.

Consider the characters: Pooja Batra’s
Character Rani Irani in ‘Bombay Begums’, who
has been sexually abused at workplace in her
Jjourney to success. Kiara Advani’s character
Nanki in ‘Guilty’ was sexually abused as a child
and suffered from those scars in her adulthood.
AaditiPohankar’s character of Bhumika Pardeshi
in ‘She’, a_ female cop who has been abused as
a child, goes undercover as a prostitute and
battles against society’s expectations of morally
Beena’s

appropriate behaviour. In‘Mirzapur’,
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character, was raped by her father-in- law.
In the non-fictional genre, series like ‘Delhi
Crimes’ explores the Nirbhya Incident, the most
gruesome crime against women in recent times,
or ‘What the Love’, where a participant shared
that as a child, she has been sexually abused.
In conjunction with the sexual abuse
narrative, there is a spectrum of privileged
women who fun,
Educated, good-looking,
drink,
Consider the ladies of four more, please’ or

confident, independent,
and working. They
curse, party, and have casual sex.
Swara Bhaskar’s role in ‘Bhagg Beanie Bhagg’
battling with the societal dogma’s to achieve
her life goal. The anthology series ‘Feel the Ishq’
revolves around the gambit of female characters
struggling for love, and in ‘little thing’ Mithila
Parker plays Kavya, who has to encounter many
difficulties in a living relationship.

All these portrayals of women have
generalised women either in the ambit of
while adding the
edginess via using sex, profanity, violence,

Furiousity or insecurity,
and Substance abuse. In a platform that
allows extreme independence to bring out huge
diversity, the horizon of the content theme must
be broadened. In the Indian context, content
creators must push the envelope and expand
the possibilities of female-driven narratives
to the
of compartmentalising women into easy to

instead of succumbing temptation
‘manage’ boxes.

The Portrayal Of Women In Film:- Films are
the most communicative format of media
communication. It submerges its audience in the
emotion portrayed by the narrative. It can malke
them laugh, Cry, feel disgusted, or angry. The
manner in which film can communicate with
its audience has always been a matter of great
curiosity for filmmakers. Hence,the message

delivered by these films becomes exceptionally

crucial in shaping the narrative about any
subject.

According to a report By Geena Davis
Insititutereleased at °‘Global Symposium on
Gender in Media’ the gender ratio in the Indian
Film industry one woman in every 6.12 men.
Subsequently, another 2017 reports unveiled
that the screen time received by women was
only 31.5% compared to 68.5% for men. These
statics can be considered as the ultimate
scenario of women in conventional Indian films.
(Davis, 2017)

Before the onset of OTT, Conventional
media had built up an image about women which
cheerful
sisters, obedient wives, or a vamp. According to

portrayedthem as allying mothers,

Srijita Sarkar in her thesisAn analysis of Hindi
women-centric films in India.’:- In Hindi films,
the image of an ideal Indian woman is always
glorified as the woman who accepts injustice
and violence dispensed out towards her by men
and society. Hence, violence against women
has always been one of the standard elements
of Hindi films.” This analysis of the portrayal of
women is grave and ominous.(Sarkar, 2012)

According to Sowmya Nandakumar
in ‘The stereotypical portrayal of women in
commercial Indian Cinema’:-‘Indian commercial
cinema works as a vicious circle in which both
audience and filmmalkers prefer the films which
Jfall under the socio-cultural framework and
power structure of the Indian society’. This is an
extremely crucial statementas it dictates the
threshold for the portrayal of women in films.
(Nandakumar, 2011)

These perceptions of women have slowly
but gradually seeped into the minds of the
general audience. Despite being an integral
part of every film story, this perception has
curtailed women’s creative talent and has also
downgraded their image, constraining them
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only to be eye candy for the audience.

With the advancement in the reach of
OTT, the stigma towards women’s portrayal
in the film has seen a receding trend. The
streaming platform has allowed women’s
characters to be portrayed in new light, backed
by innovative storylines dedicated to exploring
These
unique women-centric story has begun shaping

diverse scenarios in women’s lives.
a new perception towards women, that is not
fixated to the stereotypes of the traditional film
industry. This progress has provided ample
opportunity for women in the film industry to
rather showcase their talent than merely being
eye-candy for the audience.

Almost every prime streaming platform
Voot,

Zeeb has ventured into diverse genres based

like Netflix, Amazon Prime, Hotstar,
on strong female-fronted narratives. This is
evident through original films like ‘Mimi’, where
a surrogate mother is left with an unclaimed
child.’"HassenaDilruba’, which tells a story of
an urban woman struggling with her arranged
marriage. ‘Kanaa’' portraying the character of
an aspiring girl who wants to be a cricketer.
TriptiDimri’s character in Bulbbul narrates a
traumatic story of child bride who later seeks
revenge or Lust Stories which sheds light on
modern relationships from the viewpoint of the
Indian woman. This list for women-centric film
over OTT platform goes on, films like ‘Choked’,
‘MasabaMasaba’, ‘Netrikann’, ‘Mrs. Serial Killer’,
‘Paris Paris’, ‘Mohini’, ‘The Great Indian Kitchen’,
‘RaatAkeli Hai’, ‘Dolly kitty aur chamalktesitare’,
‘Soni’, ‘Chopsticks’, ‘Bombay Rose’, ‘Shakuntala
Devi’, et cetera. This trend of portraying women
as ambitious, Fun, Daredevil, and voluptuous
has been applauded by both genders alike, and
this phenomenon is compelling filmmalkers to
develop more_female protagonist stories.

The majority of contents in the context of
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Women-centric_films added over OTT platforms
are unique, allowing them an upper hand over
the conventional film. Being unregulated by
the censor is one of the crucial factors which
allows the creator to worlk in-depth on sensitive
issues related to women. As the content in
these platforms does not restrain from using
profanity, nudity, and sexuality, the audience
finds the content portraying realism, thus, more
interesting, engaging, and relatable.

in the OTT platform
has not been able to match the grandeur of
traditional Box Offices, though it is evident_from
the trend that big media house has also begun

Films released

opting these platforms for the exclusive release
of their films. It is quite possible that in the
recent _future OTT Platform will begin releasing
movies exclusively, thus rendering cinema halls
obsolete.

Therefore, In the ambit of uniqueness and
realism, it can be accurately said that the OTT
has been a game-changer in the portrayal of
women in media, transcending the pre-defined
stereotypes of complexion, and physique.
Adding further, if this trend of women-centric
narration continues, OTT will help uplift the
image of women in the film industry and their
issues in society by eliminating the prejudice:
how women should behave.

Portrayal of women in erotica:- In the Indian
Context,
synonymous with ‘B-Grade’ movies. For GEC
channels,

erotica content has always been

the censors have always held a
tight grip on: what is obscene and what is not.
Conventionally, the women working in erotica
had always been polarised by the mainstream
media. Only a handful of female actors got their
names recognised by the general audience. ‘Silk
Samita’ is one among those names that have
made a mark in the film industry, but, the semi-
biographical film of 2011-‘Dirty Picture’ shed
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light on society’s perception of her real and reel
life character. While her career expands over 450
films in 5 different languages, she has always
been casted to add the touch of sexuality and
edginess to these movies.

The scenario for soft porn platforms in
India is booming; there has been a phenomenal
growth in the number of platforms that serve
the particular content. Platforms like AltBalaji,
hotshots, Ullu, Primeflix, Nueflix aka Flizmouv,
Gup Chup, and many more cater erotica based
on the fantasy of Common Indian Middle- class
families. Another reson for the popularity of
these content is the vernacular that is typical
to the audience. According to Sachin Mohite,
an erotica content creator for AltBalaji: ‘We
have seen erotica before, but woh erotica
humnesheherkedekhe ha( but those belong to
the cities). You have a swimming pool, bikini-
clad women, a champagne bottle, and muscular
men. Nobody had seen erotica of real India. So,
I thought why not make something for Bharat,
instead of India’

The portrayal ofwomeninthese platforms
is extensively sexual, obscene, and crude.
They serve women as a commodity for sexual
gratification, solely focusing on the breasts
and buttocks to compensate for the mediocrity
of the story. Referring to Series Like ‘Gandi
Baat’,based on erotic stereotypes in the rural
environment or ‘Kavita bhabhi’ which narrates
the life story of a call girl and her customer’s
sexual fantasies and desires. ‘Saheli’, casually
touches on the issue of homosexuality, perhaps
normalising it _for the audience, and the list for
such content goes on.

While most female actors try to use
these platforms as slingshots for their career;
gaining fame and money in a short time-span
but or the long run, some of these actors believe
that exposure to web series of these genres is
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a significant predictor of sexual objectification,
dis-empathy and commenting about women’s
bodies, and insulting unattractive women
behaviour.

Thus the portrayal of women in these platforms
plays a significant role in navigating the stance
of women representation and perception in
society and the media industry.

Conclusion:- The portrayal of women in the OTT
platform can be compared to a two-edged sword.
On one side, the boom in women-centric content
over the years and the performances of the
female actors, and the storyline have received
acclaim _from both the critics and the audience.
On the other side lies the fact that since these
OTT platforms don’t conform to the standard
censorship laws of the land, they have begun
exploiting these perks to use sexuality, profanity
and nudity to propel their content to the viewer.
While, the latter method can be considered a good
recipe_for commercial success, it jeopardises the
character diversification of women. Ultimately,
depicting and distorting women in the fold of
commoditisation of her body parts which is the
biggest violation of human rights.
the Indian context,

In Over-the-top

platforms, have brought in a phenomenal
change towards the perception of women in
the media and society. Especially, the younger
generations, who can easily relate to the content
served in these OTT platforms. These Platforms
have also addressed taboo of Indian society,
while depicting women portraying these roles
in strong characters. Issues like homosexuality,
child abuse, rape, workplace harassment have
been boldly addressed by these platforms, which
have brought gradual ease in being vocal about
these issues that impact women all-around.
Finally, it can be said that OTT platforms
empower the women's portrayal in society and

have been a prominent tool in eliminating pre-
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defined stereotypes of women in the media
industry.
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